
Getting the Most from Your Campus Visit  

 

Even as seniors are finalizing their college lists and completing their college applications or juniors are 

adding to their information base, they need to be sure that the colleges they’ve selected truly fit 

them.  One of the best ways to determine fit is through a campus visit, but knowing what to look for will 

make your visit worthwhile.  Call or check online several weeks before your anticipated visit to determine 

times of campus tours, availability of interviews, opportunities to sit in on classes, and the possibility of 

an overnight stay in the dormitories.  Many colleges also host information sessions for prospective 

students, or have special campus visit programs.  

Once on campus, participate in as many organized programs that are offered and that fit into your own 

available time.  Put aside extra time to talk to current students, to eat in the dining hall, and to take a look 

at the student newspaper.  If you’re interested in a particular program, such as engineering or art or 

political science, allow time to visit that department, and perhaps explore your options with one of the 

professors.  Most importantly, speak to a variety of students, asking the questions that are important for 

determining fit.  Some questions you might like answers to include:  

 

 Who teaches the classes?  Professors, graduate students, or research assistants? 

 

 How easy or difficult is it to get into the classes you want and need?  

 

 What percentage of the students graduate in four years?  In six years?  What percentage of the 

freshman class returned for their sophomore year?  

 

 What types of housing and dining options are available?  Is housing guaranteed?  How many 

students live on campus?  Do students remain on campus on weekends?  

 

 How safe is the campus?  What security procedures are in place?  

 

 How large are the introductory classes and what opportunities do students have for interaction 

with professors?  

 

 What do students like best about that college?  What do they complain about?   

 

 Do the students seem like people you would want as friends?  

 

 

Note your impressions before leaving campus.  Try to picture yourself 

as a student there.  How’s the fit? 

 



 Additional Questions to Ask on a Campus Visit 

 

 What activities and services are available to help students get settled (academically and socially) 

during their first year?  

 How big are the classes?  

 (Ask students) How easy is it to meet with faculty?  

 (Ask students) Are you able to register for the classes you want?  

 What is the total cost of attending the college?  

 What types of financial aid does the college offer and how do I apply?  

 Are all freshmen assigned to an academic advisor?  

 Where do most freshmen live?  

 Can I take a tour?  

 What activities are available for students?  

 Who teaches the courses for first-year students?  

 How successful are the college's graduates in finding jobs?  

 What services (such as transportation and shopping) are available locally?  

 What is there to do on weekends? Do most students stay or leave campus on weekends?  

  

  

 


